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Declines in every biome



7 simple actions to help birds:

1. Make windows safer – day and night
2. Keep cats indoors
3. Reduce lawn, plant natives
4. Avoid pesticides
5. Drink bird-friendly coffee
6. Protect our planet from plastics
7. Watch birds, share what you see

https://www.3billionbirds.org



“Government Leadership 

On Bird Conservation 

Desperately Needed”







How do we reverse human impact?



How is this work accomplished?

• Formation of a bird team
• Strictly volunteer
• Inclusive, diverse, and accessible
• Engage the public to drive political action

• Complete initial certification application to Nature 
Canada

• Annual reports following certification



Criteria scoring explained:

3.1 – 3.7 Community Outreach/Education (entry level: 5 
points needed)

1

2

3

2.1 – 2.6 Habitat Protection, Restoration, Climate Resiliency 
(entry level: 6 points needed)

1.1 – 1.7 Threat Reduction  (entry level: 7 points needed)

3 categories for scoring:

3 levels of certification:



Example of certification criteria:



Goal of the program:

• Provides a clear standard of what a city needs to do to 
make it safe for birds

• Certification is a tool that allows for:
• independent assessment (community-led reporting) 
• performance assessment in key areas (evidence-based)
• measurement of progress over time
• comparison with other cities/municipalities



Why certification?

Badge of honour and source of community pride

Join the growing movement and network of Bird Friendly 
Cities across Canada

Access to small grants

Feather Friendly discounts

Ecotourism– Uxbridge as a birding destination



Join other neighbouring communities in 
certification!

• Peterborough – entry level (April 2022)

• King Township – entry level (Jan 2023)

• Vaughan – level unknown (June 2023)

• Selwyn Township – entry level (Sept 2023)

• City of Kawartha Lakes – application in progress



Work successfully completed through 
Bird Friendly Selwyn:

• Avoid over-lighting with 
new LED lighting 
(<3000K)

• Downshield essential 
exterior lighting

• Turn off interior lighting
• Turn off exterior 

decorative lighting
• Install motion sensors 

wherever possible



Work successfully completed through 
Bird Friendly Selwyn:



Work successfully completed through 
Bird Friendly Selwyn:



Work successfully completed through 
Bird Friendly Selwyn:



Future Bird Friendly Selwyn work:

Applied for Nature Canada 
Bird Friendly City small grants 
to undertake a 2024 update 
to Imagine the Marsh 
Wetland Report



Community support for Bird Friendly 
Uxbridge:

Uxbridge’s 
Environmental 

Advisory 
Committee



That Council consider endorsing the Bird Friendly Uxbridge Team’s 
application to Nature Canada to seek certification to designate 
Uxbridge as a ‘Bird Friendly City’ to achieve the following three 
goals:

Reduce human-related threats to birds

Habitat protection, restoration, and climate resiliency

Community outreach/education

Request for Action:
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Scan this for the companion guide:

Email me: carlydavenport@trentu.ca

www.birdfriendlyselwyn.com


