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What is a Mini-Forest?
(AKA - little forest, tiny forest, Miyawaki forest)

● Based on the Miyawaki Method

● Densely planted community of native 

trees and plants (30+ species) in a 

small area the size of a tennis court

● At least 3-5 plants / sq m

● Represents all layers in natural forest



Benefits of a Mini-Forest

● Sequester carbon

● Increase biodiversity

● Moderate temperature

● Reduce noise and air pollution

● Improve drainage and prevent erosion

● Create greenspace & improve mental health

● Reduce grass to be mowed

● Legacy for future generations to enjoy



Key Differences between Mini-Forests and 
Conventional Tree Planting

Conventional 

Urban Tree 

Planting

Mini-Forest 

Planting

Planting Density Spaced 3m apart 3-5 plants per m2

Number of Species Fewer species (1-5 

species)

30+ species

Site Preparation None usually Soil amendment 

months in advance

Land Usage Several acres As small as 100 m2



Examples of Mini-Forests

14 years laterRinnoji Temple, Japan

Photos by Doryu Hioki - Source: https://www.chelseagreen.com/2024/the-miyawaki-method/

https://www.chelseagreen.com/2024/the-miyawaki-method/


Examples of Mini-Forests

Clifton, Karachi

Source: https://ideas.ted.com/how-to-grow-your-own-tiny-forest/

After two years



Examples of Mini-Forests

Clifton, Karachi

Source: https://www.sugiproject.com/forests/clifton-urban-forest

After three years



How do we create a Mini-Forest?

Modified from https://www.oakvillegreen.org/mini-

forests
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Mini-Forests in Canada



Green Communities Canada (GCC)



The Uxbridge Mini-Forest Project

● Proposed Site: Fields of Uxbridge

● Plan: TWO mini-forests in 2 phases:

Phase 1: Site Prep - July 6, 2024

Planting - Oct 19/Nov 2, 2024

Phase 2: Site Prep - Spring 2025

Planting - Fall 2025



Funding for Uxbridge Mini-Forest Project

Phase 1 - Mini-Forest (2024) Phase 2 - Mini-Forest (2025)

● $10,000 Green Communities 

Canada (in partnership with 

Greenbelt Foundation) Grant

● $5000 LSRCA Grant

● $5000 from nine Rotary Clubs

● $5000 Rotary District Grant 

(TBC July 2024)

● $5000 LSRCA Grant

Total Funding = $15,000 Total Funding = $15,000



Requests of Township of Uxbridge

1) Approval of the Uxbridge Mini-Forest Project at 

Fields of Uxbridge

2) Help from Town crews to:

i) Scrape the grass

ii) Temporary fencing for the first 2-3 years

iii) Watering if needed for the first 2-3 years



Permanent sign to educate the public about this project and to recognize the major 

stakeholders involved:

Recognition for Uxbridge Mini-Forests Project




